Urban  District  Council  of  Horton-Radstock. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the^vear 

ended  /jlsl  December.  19 ‘)6. 

.  O  i, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Norton-Radstock  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the  sanitary/  conditions, 
and  health  of  your  District  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  I956. 

''  Section  h . 


(1)  Area  (in  acres)  . 3>36o. 

(2)  Population  12,073- 

(3)  rhmiber  of  inhabited  houses  . 4,050. 


(4)  Rateable  Value  (31st  December,  195^)  ...£.95>486 

(5)  bum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  on  3I/I2/56  £383. 4. 9d. 

(6)  Chief  Industries: - 

(a)  Goal  Mining. 

(b)  Agriculture. 

(c)  Paper  Bag  Making. 

(d)  Printing. 

(e)  Glove  Making. 

(f)  Jagon  Repairing.  ®  ■'  . 

(g)  Timber  Constructional  ..orks.  \ 

(h)  Boot  and  Shoe  Making.  * 

Unemployment. 

The  figures  at  the  Midsomer  Norton  Labour  Exchange  for  those  unamplo^’cd 
were,  on  the  average,  per  v/eok,  as  follovrs:- 

Men:  I3  Women: 


prescribed  Particulars  in  the  /idministration  of  the  Faxtories  Act,  1937. 

Part  I  of  tho  Act. 


Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  a.s  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 

Premises.  No.  on  Register  Inspections  No. 


Written 

Notices 


of 

Occupiers 


Prosecuted. 


(1)  Factories  in  which 
Sections 

1>2,3>4,  &  6  are  46 

to  be  enforced 
by  local 
authorities 

(2)  Factories  not 
included  in  (1) 

in  which  Section  7  H 

is  enforced  by 
loca.1  authorities 

(3)  Other  premises  in 

which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  local  10 

authorities 

(excludi  ng  out¬ 
workers)  . 


24 


15 


30 


Total 


67 


69 


(2)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found: 


0 


Particulars 

Number  of  .hases  in  v;hich  defects 
v;ere  found. 

Found 

Remedied 

Ref err 
To.  : 
H.M.  Ii 

ed 

By  i  > 

is  pec  tor. 

want  of  Cleanliness 

12 

12 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

0 

0 

0 

0 

unreasonable  temperature 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

0 

0 

0 

0 

banitary  Coveniences: - 
(a)  Insufficient 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Lot  separate  for  sexes. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ineffective  draining  of  floors 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ip 

12 

0 

0 

Lumber  of  cases  in  which  prosecu' 

bions  ver 

•e  institutec 

1  —  0 

Part  Vlll  of  the  Act, 


Out-v;ork  -  oection  110« 


hature  of  Work 
weejring  apparel 


Vital  Statistics. 


Births. 


N  o.  of  Outworkers  in  kugust 
List  reoTiired  by  Saction  110  (1)  (c) 

94 


Bova  Girls  Total 


Live  Births: - 


Legitimate 

119 

94 

213 

Illegitimate 

3 

1 

4 

Total 

122 

93 

217 

otill  Births 

Legitimate 

1 

7 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Tot.al 

6 

1 

"*7 

/ 

The  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  was: - 

(17-97) 


Deaths. 


Male  Feraale  Total 

74  72  14^ 


The  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  was: - 

(12-09) 


Death  rate  from  puerperal  causes  .  q.,;. 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  2').Q4 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  23.04 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  0.0. 


Deaths  in  infants  under  1  year  of  age:- 


liales  Females.  TotaJ, 


2  3  3 

Jnder  1  week  . 4 

1-4  w.  eks  . 1 

1-6  months  . . . 0 

6-12  months  . 0 


Causes  of  deaths  in  infants  under  1  year  of  age: - 

Iiale  Female.  Total 


Prematurity  . 

1 

1 

2 

Congenital  Malformation  . . . 

1 

2 

3 

Causes  of  Deaths  ugtq: - 

Male 

Fomale 

Total 

Heart  disease  (i)  Coronary 

6 

7 

13 

(ii)  Other  forms 

7 

12 

19 

Hypertensive  Heart  Disease 

1 

2 

3 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  or  Thrombosis  10 

11 

21 

Other  Girculator^y  Disease 

3 

4 

7 

Cancer  Stomach 

4 

0 

4 

Lungs  or  Bronchus 

2 

0 

2 

Breast 

0 

3  • 

3 

Other  sites 

■8 

6 

14 

Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

2 

Influenza 

0 

1 

1 

Pneiumonia 

3 

3 

o 

bronchitis 

6 

6 

12 

Other  Disease  of  the 

Hespiratory  System 

9 

1 

10 

Diabetes 

2 

0 

2 

Gastro-enteritis 

1 

1 

2 

Nephritis 

1 

2 

3 

Prostatic  Disease 

1 

0 

1 

Congenital  Malformation 

1 

1 

2 

Accident 

3 

2 

5 

Suicide 

0 

1 

1 

Other  Ill-defined  Diseases 

5 

8 

13 

Total 

74 

72 

146 

Section  B. 

General  provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  area; - 

1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  tno  Authoritj^:- 

(a)  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Housing  Officer. 

(b)  Surveyor  a.nd  I'.'atcr  H\.gin86r. 

(c)  Temporary’  hiedical  officer  of  Health  (Part-time/. 

2.  (a)  Laboratory;-  Facilities. 

Provided  by  the  Co  intj*  Authorities  at  iaunton  anu  Bath. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

under  the  control  of  the  Health  Department  of  the  County  Co  ncil 
at  Taunton.  The  service  continues  to  be  efficient  and  tho  staff 
very  hclpf-;il. 


An  adequate  car  service  is  also  provided  for  those  re::uiring  trans- 
on  medical  grounds-.  .  ii,  few  people  will  not  accept  this  condition  read- 


Mursind  in  the  Horae. 


The  nurses  in  the  area  continue  to  provide  an  efficient  and  sjmi- 
pathetic  service. 

The  Home  Help  Service 


This  service  is  nov/  accepted  in  the  comr^ujiity  as  an  accustomed 
part  of  the  medical  services  available.  ‘It  is  very  valuable,  though 
it  does  not  completely  solve  the  problem -of  'how  to  get  the  ailing 
housewife  adequate  rest.  ' '  • • 

Red  Cross  Depot 


The  loan  of  articles  for  home  nursing  continues  to  be  a  great 
help  to  many.  Having  a  number  of  trained  personnel  vdth  some  sound 
medical  knowledge  scattered  through  che  district  is  a  cause  of 
reassurance.  It  is  noted  how  frequently,  also,  tlie^''  do  render  practical 
assistance. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

(1)  Tuberculosis  -  Tee  Radstock  Clinic  run  by  the  Countj^  Health 
Authority  is  the  local  centre  for  treatment  of  this  disease. 
Results  contimic  to  be  encouraging.  The  immunization  of 
susceptible  children  is  nov;  being  undertaken,  and  it  is  only 
wondered  v;hy  we  have  lagged  behind  some  other  Countries  in 
adopting  this  measure. 

(2)  Venereal  Diseaso  -  The  Clinics  at  Bath  and  Bristol  treat 
cases  from  this  area. 

(3)  Infant  and  Child  i'^elfare  Services  -  Inadequate  premises  still 
must  be  used.  This  is  the  one  bad  feature  in  an  otherwise 
excellent  service. 

(4)  Maternity  Cervices.  An  excellent  service  continues  to  be 
given  b}’  the  Nurses  in  the  home  ana  b'  the  Paulton  Hospital 
Maternity  unit.  The  demand  for  bedvS  still  exceeds  supply. 

(5)  Dental  Treatment.  This  obtainable  from  Dental  Practitioners 
working  under  the  National  Health  bcsrvice.  further  Dental 
Practitioner  is  nov;  practising  in  tnis  area  and  it  is  considered 
that  local  needs  are  adequately  served.  The  stats  of  dental 
hygiene  is  not  good.  xhe  imposition  of  dental  charges  in 

the  health  service  v?as  therefore,  inexcusable  and  the  con¬ 
tinuation  of  them  utterly  deplorable. 

(6)  Mental  Treatment.  The  County  Health  authority  runs  the  service 
for  mental  patients.  The  att.d:  ue  of  the  public  to  Hospitals 
for  fi.e  mentallj-'  sick  changes  but  slowly.  The  absence  of  a 
more  enlightened  viev;  is  not  helped  by  the  antiquated  premises 
that  have  frequently  to  be  used  for  such  hospitals. 

(7)  No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  National  Assistance 
Act,  1948. 


Hospital  Cervices 

The  district  is  in  the  Bath  Hospital  area. 

Claverton  Down  Hospital  admits  cases  of  Infectious  diseases. 

The  Eraergency  Bed  Bureau  deals  efficiently  v;ith  the  admission  of 
urgent  cases. 
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It  is  vinderstood  that  belated  progress  is  being,  made  with  the 
second  operating  theatre  at  the  St.  Martin's  Hospital.  -  f 

efficient  weapons  cost  money,  but  the  medical  personnel  in  the 
health  service  can  only  fight  disease  v/ith  the  equipment  the  nation  outs 

of  beds  for  chronic  sick  continues.  This  problem  is 

unlikely  to  diminish...  ... 

in  t  few  specialities,  tr.c:  \raiting  time  for  out-patient  hospital 

appointments  is  still  too  long. 

(f)  General  Health  Services 


It  is  considered  that  the  National  Health  Service  should  be  free 
at  the  time  of  use.  The  division  of  patients  into  paying  and  non¬ 
paying  classes  continues.  It  leads  to  abuses  and  is  disliked. 

(g)  Care  of  the  Blind. 

The  service  for  the  blind  and  for  those  v/ith  very  defective  vision 
is  run  by  the  County  Health  authority. 

(h)  Epileptics  and  Sp.astics. 

Ireatment  of  suen  cases  is  in  the  hands  of  the  femily  doctors. 

The  County  Health  authority  is  interested  in  the  defective  children. 

(ij  There  is  a  .great  deal  organised  and  done  lo  help  the  ag'ed  in  this 
district.  Ther.q  is  still  scope  for  further  activities.  It  is 
likely  that  the  number  tebe  helped  will  increase. 


SECTION  C. 

banitary  Circumstances  for  the  District: - 


(1)  v.'ater . 

bources  of  supply: - 

XX  t' 

(i)  The  Bottlehead  bprings  at  Dov/nhead. 

(ii)  Dov/nside  and  Gurney  blade  bprings, 

(iiij  Chilconpton  bprings. 

Mains . 

(1)  Quality.  In  general  this  has  been  satisf aebry .  Some  samples 
taken  of  the  Chilcompton  supply  were  net  good  enough,  anc;  adjustment 
was  made  to  the  chlorination  plant.  The  water  has  no  plumbo  - 
solvent  action. 

(2)  Quantity.  Diminished  yields  at  all  sources  caused- shortage  from 
May  until  September.  The  supply  had  to  bo  restrictec.  and  at  the 
worst  period  water  v/as  only  available  between  the  hours  of  6  a.ra. 
to  12.  noon.  It  seems  inevite  ble  this  state  of  affairs  will 
recur  yearly  until  the  scheme  to  aUjgment  the  supply  from  Ghe;/ 

Vallejo  Heserveir  is  completed.  Unfortunately  the  bringing  ;f  this 
water  into  the  District  is  dependent  on  the  Glutton  Rural  District 
Council  laying  their  mains  for  a  similar  scheme  for  their  area. 

The  delay  in  starting  work  so  essential  is  he.rd  to  appreciate. 

Res’olts  of  samples  taken  for  analysis:  - 


Kav'  './ater 

Treated  after 

eoing  into  supdIy. 

Bacteriological 

Chemi cal 

Bacteriological 

Chemi cal 

o  Q  ij  •  u  n  s  ci"b  • 

■ 

bat* Jnsat . 

4 

bat  unsat 

IG  5 

bat  unsat. 

(a)  Method  of  supply  to  houses: - 


o. 


Direct  to  house 

By  means  of 

standpipe • 

No.  of  dwellinghouses 

Pop 

No  of  dwellinghouses 

Pop. 

3,980 

11,870 

70 

203. 

During  the  year  no  dv/ellings  vrere  given- a  piped  v, rater  aupply 
for  either  well  water  or  other  private  supplies. 

(b)  Water  supply  from  wells. 


Number  of  banples  taken  for  Analysis. 


oatisfactora- 

Uns  ati sf  act ory . 

Bacteriologi cal 

Cherai cal 

Bacteriological 

Chemical. 

- 

7 

- 

(2)  . 

Swimming'  Bath. 

The  v;ater  is  by  Council  supply  and  is  chlorinated  and  filtered  by  a 
Bell  Filtration  and  Chlorination  Plant.  It  is  estimatec.  that  during  the 
s-eason  an  average  of  1 10  people  us^dthe  bath  daily. 

(3)  Sanitation. 

The  District  has  two  modern  s3Wa,_e  disposal  works. 

Yet  another  year  has  passed  irithout  v;ork  being  started  on  se\>;er-- 
ing  the  Thicketmead  Area.  This  scheme  has  been  under  consideration  for 
many  years  and  as  the  matter  is  of  major  importance  from  the  point  of  view 
of  public  health  it  is  difficiilt  to  understand  the  inue-rrainable  delay. 

Closet  Accommodation:  - 

Total  nirnbcr  in  the  district  on  the  31st  December,  195^* 


(1)  Water  Closets  .  3 >261. 

(2)  Chemical  Closets .  12. 

{3)  Pail  Closets  .  I3. 


There  have  been  no  conversions  to  the  water  carriage  system  during  the 

year. 

(4)  Camping  dites. 

There  are  no  licensed  camping  sites. 

One  licence  has  been  issued  for  a  moveabl'^  dwelling. 

(5)  Public  Cleansing. 

Refuse  is  removed  by  direct  labour.  Two  side  loading  and  one  rear 
loading  vehicles  are  used.  A  collection  is  made  which  covers  the  entire 
District. 

■  •  One  quari^'  tip  is  in  use.  An  incinerator  would  be  an  advantage  as  a 

great  deal  of  paper  is  blovm  about  from  the  tip  and  that  is  an  eyesor^ 
spoiling  the  amenities  of  the  adjacent  lane  especially. 

Trade  refuse  is  collected,  on  request,  several  firms  making  use  of  this 
service. 

.ijnGriOi-  D. 

Housing. 


There  are  4,050  permanent  houses  in  this  area  of  v;hich  932  are  owned  by  the 
Local  Authority. 
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Building  during  the  ycar:- 


Houses  erected 

Houses  in 

during  yv 

ear. 

course  of  erection 

For  slum 

For  other 

For  slum 

For  other 

cldiarance 

purposes 

clearance 

purposds. 

By  local 

authority 

- 

37 

8 

- 

Private 

Enterprise 

— 

40 

— 

19 

Total 

— 

77 

8 

l9 

Building  since  the  end  of  the  war. 


No.  of  Post  Har  Houses  erected  from 

1st  April,  1945.  to  31st  December,  1936» 

Housing  Programme  for 

1937'. 

By  Local  Authority 

By  Private  Enterprise. 

For  Slum 
Clearance 

For  other . 

purposes 

507 

198 

20 

nil. 

Housin.:^  Problem:  - 

Thirty  houses  were  made  fit  durin^:^  the  yGc?.r. 
liousos  Roquired:- 

It  is  estimated  that  200  houses  are  reouired  to  replace  those  scheduled  . 
for  demolition. 

The  number  of  ap.-lications  for  Council  houses  a.t  the  end  of  the  ye?jr 
is  479»  I't  is  considered  however,  that  this  figure  gives  a  more  pessimistic 
impression  of  the  situation  than  is  actually  the  case.  The  figure  includes 
applications  from  people  living  outside  the  areuj  and  also  from  people  vjho 
nay  at  the  moment  be  adequately'  housed. 

There  were  no  applications  for  improvement  grants  under  the  Housing  Acts, 
1949/54.  The  Council  has  decided  that  no  ^^,rants  under  this  Act  will  be  made. 

•  SdCTIOK  E. 


Food. 

(1)  Milk. 


The  number  of  registered  distributors  is  . 7 

The  number  of  registered  Dairj;-  Premises  (Other  than 

dairy  farms  is  . 7 


(2)  Ice-cream.. 


The  number  of  promises  registered  for 


(a)  manufacture  and  retail  is . .  5 

(bii  manufacture  only  is .  2 

(cj)  retail  only  is . 37* 


All  ice-cream  sold  in  this  district  is  of  wra;:ocd  proprietar;;  brands. 
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( 3 )  olaufihterhouses  and  Bacon  Factories. 

No  slau^^hterhouse  or  abattoir  is  owned,  or  leased  by  the  Local 
Authority . 

The  number  of  private  slaughterhouses  licensed  in  this  area  is  3 
of  which  3  are  operative. 

It  is  considered  that  one  abattoir  would  be  fully  adequate  to  serve 
this  area  and  supervision  would  (by  centralisation)  be  ^-.reatly  simplified. 
There  are  no  slaut^hterhcuses  in  this  area  used  for  the  slau^^htering 
of  horses 

Carcases  and  offal  inspectQd  and  condemned  in  whole  or  part  - 


Cattle  Ex¬ 
cluding  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Lheop  and 
Lambs 

Pigs. 

Number  Killed 

178 

41 

6 

210 

356 

Number  inspected 

148 

32 

6 

175 

326 

All  disease  except 
tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci 
carcases  of  which 
some  psrt  or 
organ  wo.s 
condemned 

23 

4 

- 

8 

vu> 

00 

Tuberculosis 
ce.rcGGe  of  which 
some  pp.rt  or 
organ  was 
condemned 

6 

- 

- 

11 

Cysticorcosis 
ca.r cases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

"ijeight  of  Meat 

(in  lbs)  condemned 
for 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

(b)  Cysticercosis 

(c)  Other 

731bs 

2301bs 

801bs 

631b  s 

73lbs 

18Clbs 

3 30 lbs 

1201b s 

"Total 

3231bs 

143 lbs 

75lbs 

1801bs 

4301b3 

(4)  Premises  where  Food  is  propr.rGd. 

Number  registered  under  Lection  l6  of  the  ^'cod  and  Drugs  Act,  1955* 


No  one  has  been  prosecuted  under  Section  Ip  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1933.  •  •  . 

During  inspections  man;y'  instances  Iiaxc  been  notod  of  thinp's  falling 
short  of  the  standard  laid  down  in  the  local  byelaws.  It  is  ffoped  thtaf 
matters  can  be  remedied  by  persuasion  c.nd  that  prosecution  can  be  limited 
to  those  coses  where  this  repeatedly  fails. 

(3)  Chemical  and  ■BactGriolo.e.i cal  Examination  of  Food. 

The  County  Laboratories  c;.'.rry '  out  any  ’  examiinations  requested . 

(6)  Nutrition. 

_ The  tealth  and  physique  of  the  children  generally  is  satisfactory. 


SECTION  F 


Notifiable  Diseases. 

The  follov;in^  cases  of  infectious  diseases  {'  excluding  tuberculosis 
were  notified  during  the  year:  - 


Disease 

\  r  -  - - - 

Cases  Notified 

Cases  admitted  to 
Hospital, 

Deaths, 

Maales 

77 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

- 

Nhooping  Cough 

4 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

Acute  primary 

4 

Acute  Influenzal 

4 

- 

- 

Acute  Poliamyelitis 

1 

1 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

- 

— 

It  is  not  considered  that  the  one  case  reported  reflects  the  true  state 
of  affairs  concerning  food  poisoning.  Many  comparatively  minor  cases  occur 
through  hygienic  errors  in  the  home. 

Vaccination. 

No  vaccinations  have  been  performed  by  the  Medical  officer  of  Health 
under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1907* 

The  vaccination  of  the  coinnunity  continues  to  give  cause  for  anxiety. 
It  is  considered  that  vaccination  in  infancy  should  once  more  be 
compulsoi^/  unless  the  parents  give  adequate  grounds  for  exemption. 

Numbers  vaccinated  or  revaccinated  durin^i^  year. 


Age  Groups 

Under 

1  year 

1  year 

2-4 

years 

"3'-  14 

years 

Ipyears 
or  over 

"■  Total.  ■' 

Primary 

Vaccination 

23 

5 

2 

1 

3 

34 

Re- vaccination . 

- 

- 

- 

3 

7 

Diphtheria, 


No  cases  were  reported  during  the  year. 


Immunization, 


Age  Groups. 

Under  1  year 

1  to  4  years 

5-9 

years 

Total 

Numbers 

137 

43 

32 

212 

The  number  of  children  receiving  a  re-inforcing  immunization  during  the 
year  was  143. 


10. 


e 

Scabies. 

The  occasione.l  case  was  dealt  with  by  the  family  doctor. 

Tuberculosis .  • .  . 

fotal  Cases  Notified  Total  Deaths. 

Respiratory  11  2 

I'lon-Rcspiratrr^^  4 

My- thanks  once  more  are  due  to  my  colleagues  for  their  large  con- 
trib'ition  towards  this  report. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  ix.H.  Bulleid,  M.R.G.S.,  L.R. C.P. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


